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INTRODUCTION  TO  SIGN  LANGUAGE 


There  it  stands,  dark  and  forbidding,  the  communciations  barrier.  It  separates  and  isolates.  It  is  a 
source  of  frustration,  and  sometimes  consternation,  to  teachers,  instructors,  counselors,  doctors,  lawyers, 
social  workers,  labor  leaders  and  ministers  as  well  as  to  the  deaf  themselves.  It  leads  to  social  and 
cultural  deprivation.  It  is  a  large  factor  in  underemployment  and  unemployment.  It  has  even  been 
responsible  for  psychiatric  misdiagnosis  (McCay  Vernon,  1969). 

Of  course  it  is  always  possible  to  communicate  with  the  well-educated  deaf  person,  or  one  who 
lost  his  hearing  at  a  late  date,  or  the  deaf  person  who  has  mastered  the  English  language  in  spite  of  his 
handicap.  Lipreading,  which  is  based  largely  on  anticipation,  is  sometimes  used  successfully  among 
members  of  the  family  or  in  situtations  wherein  the  speaker  and  the  lipreader  have  much  in  common. 
But  all  these  instances  are  few  in  relation  to  the  whole. 

The  one  must  certainly  wonder  how  this  "Berlin  Wail  '  is  to  be  penetrated.  In  a  majority  of  cases, 
manual  communications  offers  the  best  means  of  expressing  thoughts,  conveying  feelings  and  establishing 
rapport  between  the  deaf  and  his  hearing  counterpart. 

Manual  Communication  consists  of  formal  signs,  finger  spelling,  speech,  facial  expressions,  body 
movements  and  pantomime  gestures.  Although  this  book  consists  of  finger  spelling  (Lesson  1)  and 
formal  signs,  the  student  of  manual  communication  will  need  not  only  to  learn  to  make  the  signs  but 
the  various  ways  in  which  the  signs  are  made.  Take  the  word  stop  for  example.  If  you  were  simply  to 
inform  someone  that  it  was  time  to  stop,  you  would  probably  do  little  more  than  make  the  formal  sign. 
But  if  you  were  angrily  ordering  a  halt  to  something,  you  would  bring  your  hand  down  fast  and  hard 
while  giving  a  stern  look.  And  again,  if  you  were  a  preacher  behind  the  pulpit  breathing  hell  fire  and 
damnation  upon  totally  depraved  souls,  you  would  bring  down  your  hand  with  exceeding  great  force 
and  twist  your  face  with  all  the  emotion  you  could  gather! 

In  sign  language,  there  are  many  words  and  concepts  for  which  there  are  no  specific  signs.  When  it 
is  important  that  a  specific  word  be  understood,  it  is  better  to  spell  out  the  word.  Signs  have  no  tense 
or  number.  The  sign  work  is  used  when  we  are  saying  work,  worked  or  working.  And  the  sign  for  rnan 
also  is  used  for  men. 

The  student  should  be  aware  from  the  beginning  that  the  mere  memorizing  of  the  manual  alphabet 
and  the  various  formal  signs  does  not  make  one  proficient  in  manual  communication.  One  of  the  first 
things  the  sign  language  student  discovers  when  he  tries  to  put  his  newly  acquired  skills  to  use  is  that 
the  average  deaf  person  does  not  think  or  talk  in  terms  of  correct  English  syntax.  Where  the  hearing 
person  uses  a  full  sentence  to  communicate  his  thoughts  to  the  listener,  the  deaf  person  is  likely  to  use 
only  a  word  or  two.  It  should  be  remembered  that  in  sign  language  a  sign  usually  represents  a  concept 
and  only  the  signs  needed  to  convey  the  message  are  used.  The  better  educated  the  deaf  person  is,  the 
closer  his  sign  language  will  parallel  the  English  language  and  the  more  finger  spelling  he  is  likely  to  use. 

And  finally,  the  student  should  not  confuse  speed  with  skill.  Sign  and  fingerspell  at  a  pace  that  is 
natural  and  rhythmical.  Do  not  jerk  or  move  the  hand  unnecessarily  while  finger  spelling.  Practice  using 
facial  expressions  and  body  movements  from  the  beginning  and  sign  language  will  provide  a  wonderful 
outlet  for  the  "ham"  that  is  in  everyone  of  us. 
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1.  The  goals  in  mastering  the  alphabet  are  accuracy  and  smoothness  in  making  the  letters.  Do  not 
be  concerned  with  speed.  Strive  for  a  rhythm  in  making  the  letters  and  speed  will  come  naturally  in 
good  time. 

There  should  be  a  smooth  transition  from  one  letter  to  the  next  with  no  pausing  between.  It  is  at 
the  point  that  rhythm  plays  a  vital  part.  Pick  a  uniform,  constant  rhythm  that  is  not  too  fast  or  too 
slow  for  you.  Then,  stick  to  that  rhythmical  pattern.  Force  yourself  to  do  this.  You  may  have  to  go 
slowly  at  first,  but  that  is  preferable  to  a  fast-slow-and-complete  stop  pattern.  It  is  confusing  to  read  a 
person  who  spells  alternately  fast  and  slow  within  a  single  word.  Travel  at  a  constant  speed. 


boy 

jig 

box 

adz 

for 

ear 

him 

hue 

rag 

beg 

fed 

ate 

had 

cut 

did 

ink 

kid 

lap 

man 

nut 

one 

pen 

sun 

try 

view 

2  Letters  to  be  particularly  careful  about  are  g,  k  and  p.  There  are  two  accepted  ways  to  make  a 
g.  There  are  two  accepted  ways  of  making  p.  Confusion  sometimes  arises  when  distinguishing  between  k 

and  one  of  the  forms  for  p. 

keep-package  pick-help 

fig-back  people-kipper 

pig-page  laugh-poker 

3  The  end  of  a  word  is  denoted  by  holding  the  last  letter  in  the  word  about  one  extra  beat  of 
your  rhythmical  pattern,  then  proceeding  immediately  to  the  first  letter  of  the  next  word.  It  .s 
unnecessary  and  confusing  to  drop  the  hand  after  each  word. 

4.  When  double  letters  occurs  within  the  word,  there  are  several  ways  to  treat  them,  dependmg 
upon  the  formation  of  the  fingers. 


A.  With  z  make  the  movement  twice, 
fuzzy  buzz  fizz 


Ozzie 


dazzle 


embezzle 


B.  When  formations  require  the  thumb  and  a  finger  to  touch  each  other,  or  require  a  closed  fist, 
then  open  or  relax  the  fingers  and  repeat  the  formation. 


Spell  these  words: 

Aaron 

been 

off 

fuss 

Baal 

seen 

booze 

kettle 

Paar 

deem 

look 

mitten 

Padden 

feel 

tool 

bottle 

Ladder 

gee 

loose 

gutter 

Eddy 

effort 

boss 

battery 

ruddy 

afford 

crass 

Hoffman 

biddy 

cuff 

sissy 

toddy 

stiff 

essay 

C.  Other  formations  are  doubled  by  simply  moving  the  hand  slightly  to  the  right  in  a  "bumpy" 
fashion. 

5  When  a  word  ends  with  the  same  letter  which  begins  the  next  word,  it  is  shown  by  slightly 
opening  the  hand  and  then  remaking  the  letter,  or  by  just  slightly  relaxing  the  hand  and  always  movmg 
the  hand  slightly  to  the  side. 

keep -pill  ever -run  still  -  life  happy  -  year 

see -Earl  base  -  seem  Tim  -  might         saw  -  what 

been  -  napping  tea  -  at  kick  -  Karl  bed  ■  down 

not  -  tired  cough  -  hard        jazz  -  zoo 


tunic  -  can 
to  -  other 
stiff  -  foil 


Practice  Sentences 

Pack  my  box  with  five  dozen  jugs  of  liquid  veneer. 
Jack  Powers  was  quite  vexed  by  their  lazy  farming. 
Jim  quietly  picked  six  zippers  from  the  woven  bag. 
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1 .  Yip,  sip,  nip,  lip,  hip,  dip,  tip,  rip,  zip 

2.  Row,dow,sow,  bow,  low,  wow,  vow,  how,  pow,  cow 

3.  Jake,  wake,  take,  sake,  rake,  make,  lake,  fake,  cake,  bake 

4.  Went,  vent,  tent,  sent,  rent,  lent,  kent,  gent,  dent,  cent,  bent 

5.  Pike,  like,  hike,  fike,  dike,  bike 

6.  Moat,  goat,  coat,  boat 

7.  Wail,  tail,  sail,  rail,  pail,  nail,  mail,  jail,  hail,  fail,  bail 

8.  Top,  sop,  pop,  mop,  hop,  cop,  bop 

9.  Log,  jog,  gog,  fog,  dog,  cog,  bog 

10.  Vat,  tat,  sat,  rat,  pat,  nat,  mat,  hat,  gat,  fat,  dat,  cat,  bat 

1 1 .  Wan,  van,  tan,  ran,  pan.  Nan,  man,  fan,  Dan,  can,  ban 

12.  Peck,  neck,  heck,  deck,  beck 

13.  Took,  rook,  nook,  look,  kook,  hook,  gook,  cook,  book 

14.  Tame,  same,  name,  lame,  game,  fame,  dame,  came 

15.  Yale,  vale,  tale,  sale,  pale,  male,  hale,  gale,  dale,  bale 

16.  Table,  sable,  gable,  fable,  cable,  able 

17.  Ware,  care,  tare,  rare,  pare,  mare,  hare,  fare,  dare,  bare 

18.  Wag,  tag,  sag,  rag,  nag,  lag,  jag,  hag,  gag,  fag,  bag 

19.  Tack,  sack,  rack,  pack,  lack,  hack,  back 

20.  Tap,  sap,  rap,  pap,  nap,  map,  lap,  jap,  gap,  cap 

21 .  West,  vest,  test,  rest,  pest,  nest,  lest,  jest,  best 

22.  Bank,  dank.  Hank,  lank,  rank,  sank,  tank,  yank 

23.  Way,  say,  Ray,  pay,  may,  lay,  Kay,  Jay,  hay,  gay.  Fay,  day,  bay 

24.  Sid,  rid,  lid,  kid,  hid,  did,  bid 

25.  Soon,  noon,  moon,  loon,  goon,  coon,  boon 


c 
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LESSON  2 
Numbers 


  ^    —   T 
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The  formation  of  the  numbers  may  be  made  with  the  palm  facing  the  signer  or  the  receiver.  There  is  no 
fixed  principle.  Often  1-5  are  done  with  the  palm  toward  the  signers. 

Numbers  11  and  12  are  usually  made  with  the  palm  in.  Numbers  13-19  begin  with  the  palm  in,  but  end 

TIZ'Z  that  the  "teens"  are  a  combination  of  the  formation  for  "10"  plus  the  number. 

The  twenties  are  perhaps  the  most  difficult  decade  to  do.  The  thumb  and  index  finger  constitute  the 
"2"  in  "20"  rather  than  the  index  and  middle  finger. 

The  rest  of  the  decades  are  done  normally. 

Approximation  of  numbers  are  shown  by  shaking  the  number. 

Hundreds  are  noted  by  the  letter  "C."  One  hundred  would  be  signed  "IC."  two  hundred  "2C,"  and  so 
on.  Millions  and  billions  are  repetitions  of  the  thousand  sign. 

Anything  above  the  billion  sign  should  be  spelled  if  accuracy  is  desired.  To  indicate  an  exaggerated 
number  far  beyond  the  billions,  repeat  the  thousand  sign  a  sufficient  number  of  t.mes  unt.l  the  desired 
impression  has  been  conveyed. 

Years  are  signed  just  as  they  are  spoken:  1961 -"nineteen  sixty-one. 

1961 

''■'^'^^"^^  Do  these  as  years,  not  as  numbers 

57 


83 

99 

100 

651 

321 

2,001 

8,564 

9,214 

1,000,230 

3,687,391 

"thirties" 

"around  50' 


1918 

1961 

1874 

1776 

2010 

1660 

1492 

1506 

1920 

1819 

1321 


LESSON  3 
Pronouns 


T 


if 


C 


I 


When  we  are  saying  him  or  her  and  the  person  we  are  speaking  of  is  present,  we  use 
the  sign  your,  making  it  toward  the  third  person. 

If  the  persons  are  present  when  we  are  saying  them  or  they,  we  use  the  sign  you. 

For  their,  we  use  the  sign  your. 

When  the  third  person  is  not  present,  we  fingerspell: 
He 
She 
It 

Him 
Her 

They 

Them 

Their 

His 

Hers 

Its 

Theirs 

Practice;  (sign  and  fingerspell) 
You  and  J_. 
We  see  you. 
Did  he  see  it? 
He  told  you. 
They  are  theirs. 
It  is  yours. 
You  must  try. 
Together  we  shall  go. 
Do  vou  see  them? 
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LESSON  4 
CONNECTIVES 


THAT;  THIS; 

THE 


BUT;  DIFFERENT 
HOW 


FROM 


Practice: 


UNDER;  BENEATH 


\.  ^-^A  ihe 

^ .  Talc 


How  are  you? 
How  old  are  you? 
Give  it  to  him. 
Why  did  they  go? 
Here  comes  that  man. 
Give  nie  that  book. 
The  man  came  with  me. 


INTO,  IN 


Take  off  your  hat. 
What  is  your  name? 
When  is  your  birthday? 
That's  what  I  told  him. 
He  is  from  Texas. 
Because  he  was  sick. 
That's  not  true. 
He  is  at  the  movies. 
I  have  been  here  since  four. 
(Note:  "since"  in  this  sen- 
tence does  not  mean  "be- 
cause," so  do  not  sign  it, 
fingerspell  it.) 


(til 


LESSON  5 
NEGATIVES 


\ 


DON'T,  DOESN'T,  ISN'T 


NOT 


WON'T,  WOULDN'T,  REFUSE 


Practice: 


NONE,  NO  (To  answer  the  ques- 
tion, "How  many?"  "How 
much?"  use  this  sign  to  express 
the  idea  of  "not  any.") 


I  won't  go,  because  you  are 
going. 

Who  cannot  stay  until  we  are 
finished? 

She  doesn't  know  where  he  is. 

Why  did  no  one  come  with 
you?  (Note:  Here  "no  one" 
ifelo  be  signed  "none.") 

No.  I  don't  see  how  I  can. 

There  is  nothing  good  on  TV. 

No,  you  can  t  go. 

TEat  isn't  what  I  said. 


f 
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ALL  RIGHT;  RIGHT  (the  civil 
kind) 


THROUGH 


LESSON,  CHAPTER,  COURSE 


SCHOOL 


PARDON,  EXCUSE,  FORGIVE 


PAPER 


Practice: 


EASY 

Note:  When  the  movement  is 
made  a  little  more  slowly  and 
only  once,  the  sign  becomes 
"ahnost." 


Excuse  me,  but  where  is  the 

snackbar? 
Did  you  clean  your  room? 
Do  you  have  a  clean  piece  of 

paper? 
Where  is  your  school? 
How  do  you  like  college? 
Stop  fingerspelling  so  fast! 
That's  all  right  with  me. 
I  can't  cross  the  road! 
I  want  some  too. 
r  go  through  this  every  year. 
What  courses  will  you  take? 
It_ costs  a  lot  of  money  to  go  to 

college. 

You  will  need  money  to  buy 
clothes. 

College  is  not  as  easy  as  school. 
Maybe  you  will  not  finish  col- 
lege. 

Now  you  know  that  is  all  right. 
I  doubt  that  you  can  buy  a  car 
here. 


LESSON  7 


HEAR 


THINK 

Note:  If  you  just  touch  the  index 
finger  to  the  brow  several  times, 
or  tap  the  brow,  this  means 
"mind,"  or  "mental." 


\ 


THINKING, 
WONDERING 


SMART,  INTELLIGENT 


ALWAYS 


I  wonder  why  he  said  that? 
T  thought  we  were  going  to  the 

movies. 
I  can't  understand  him. 
My  brother  is  very  smart. 
Our  cat  is  black  as  coal. 
I  heard  that  he  is  leaving. 
There  are  24  "Cokes"  in  one 

case. 

From  what  I  hear,  it  is  always 

hot  here. 
Who  said  I  look  sick? 
think  black  looks 


LEvSSON  8 


ANOTHER, 
OTHER;  ELSE 


MEMORIZE 


HANDKERCHIEF;  COLD 
(virus  type) 

Note:  When  the  movement  in- 
cludes the  nod  of  the  head  and 
the  right  hand  continues  hold- 
ing the  nose,  it  means  to  be 
"fooled,"  or  "tricked." 


YESTERDAY 


EVERYDAY,  DAILY 


TOMORROW 


CANADA 


SECRET 


ANY 


SORRY 


c 


MYSELF 

Note:  "Yourself"  may  be  done 
by  pushing  the  10  handshape 
toward  the  person  to  whom  you 
are  speaking.  You  may  also  ex- 
press "itself,"  "himself,"  "them- 
selves," etc.  in  this  way. 


Practice: 


You    better   memorize  your 
lesson. 

All  right,  I  will  be  in  class 

everyday. 
Tomorrow  I  will  buy  a  pair  of 

pants. 
It  was  hot  yesterday. 
Do  you  have  a  cold? 


Be  patient,  tomorrow  will  come. 

It  is  easy  to  say,  "fam  sorry." 

Are  you  from  Cana3a? 

I  will  do  it  myself. 

Study  so  that  your  parents  will 

be  proud  of  you. 
What  else  can  X3s? 


( 


c 


(' 


LESSON  9 


DURING,  WHILE 


SINCE  V, 
/*twhen  expressing  time)  \ 


SIGN  (as  in  "sign"  language) 


GO(I) 


/ 

FAMOUS 


ALIKE,  LIKE,  SAME,  AS 


COME  (I) 


go  with  him  while  I  stay 
here. 

He  looks  as  if  he  is  ill. 
Did  you  see  one  like  it? 
He  looks  like  his  brother, 
'/our  sister  is  pretty. 
Can  you  sign  very  well? 
Why  won^t  you  come? 
If  you  don't  come,  I  won't  go. 
There  were  about  39  Boys"  and 

13  girls  here. 
WEen  you  are  famous,  you  may 

do  what  you  like. 
My  brother  has  refused  to  talk 
to  my  sister  since  1950. 


I 


i 


LESSON  10 


MOST 

Note:  When  only  the  right,  hand 
is  used,  this  f-'ign  means  ". . .  er." 
For  example,  if  you  wished  to 
say  cleaner,  prouder,  longer, 
etc.  you  would  first  make  the 
sign  "clean"  then  add  to  it  the 
movement  of  the  right  hand  in 
"most."  To  convey  the  idea  of 
cleanest,  sigii  "clean"  and  then 
"most." 


FOLLOW;  ACCORD; 


ASSOCIATE,  MINGLE 


WASH 


CARDS  (poker  type) 

^1 


DRAMA,  PLAY,  ACT 


ALGEBRA 


REMEMBER 


LIVE  (may  also  be  done  mth  L 
handshapes) 


SCIENCE;  CHEMISTRY 


EACH,  EVERY 


Practice: 


SUBSTITUTE, 


EXCHANGE. 
TRADE 


Did  you  see  the  play? 
I  almost  forgot  my  coat. 
Does  everyone  Imow  me? 
Why  are  you  following  me? 
Wnich  dress  will  you  bu^  / 
He  took  most  of  it  with  him. 
I  play  cards  almost  every  night. 
Don't  be  afraid  to  mingle  with 

other  deaf  people. 
You  will  take  a  course  in  chem- 

istry. 

I  bought  a  new  pair  of  shoes 

yesterday- 
Some  people  don't  understand 

algebra. 
Where  can  I  wash  my  clothes? 
Do  you  remember  the  lesson 

from  yesterday? 
Life  is  not  always  easy. 
Did  you  take  a  bath  yesterday? 


LESSON  11 


MAN  (I),  GENTLEMAN 

Note:  There  are  several  signs  for 
man,  woman,  father  and  mother, 
however,  the  author  believes 
that  the  ones  shown  here  are 
the  most  common. 

FINGERSPELL,  SPELL 


FATHER 


GRANDMOTHER 


COMPLAIN,  GRIPE 


MOTHER 


ANGRY,  CROSS,  IRRITATED 


Practice: 


Who  was  that  man? 
That  man  is  my  father. 
My  grandfather  came  from  Ire- 
mmT. 

^XilY  "^oes  that  woman  come 

here  every^a^/'? 
What  did  your  mother  say 

when  she  came?" 
My  brother  and  I  will  visit  our 

grandmother. 
You  look  fine. 

I  can't  understand  fingerspeil- 
mi.  "  ™  ^ 

I  dread  summer  because  it  is  so 
hot. 

What  are  wu  so  cross  about? 
He  jlways  looiks  angry. 
Why  gripe,  you  carvt  do  any- 
thing about  it. 


1 


€■1 


i 


LESSON  12 


CAN,  ABLE,  COULD 


Practice: 


DOUBT 


Try  to  win  everyday. 
Can  you  play~^^^  us  tomor- 
row?~~ 

February  is  a  very  cold  month. 
What  kind  of  car  does  your 

friend  have? 
Boys  and  girls  need  exercise 

everyday. 
Tr^  to  form  good  habits  in  col- 

WE^kind  of  work  does  your 

friend  do? 
You  must  tr^  to  break  bad 

habits. 

I  doubt  that  I  can  do  that  job. 
Where  are  my  black  shoes? 


6' 


>)/■! 
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FRIGHTEN,  SCARE,  AFRAID 


\  / 


LEAVE 


DRESS,  CLOTHES 


BASKETBALL 


\\  \ 


Practice: 


WANT 


How  did  the  fire  start? 

Wiy  is  he  sad? 

What  are  you  waiting  for? 

I  want  a  Coke. 

I  finished  m^^  work. 

I    have    already    met  ^ur 

brother. 
She  always  leaves  her  coat  on 

the  floor. 
Did    your   mother  complain 

much? 
Do  you  like  basketball? 
The~f66tball  game  was  long. 
Do  you  know  how  to  wrestle? 
America  believes  in  freedom 

from  fear. 
Are  you  through  dressing? 
You'HiHn't  scare  me  much. 
Your  pants  are  dirty. 


I 


AGAIN 


Note:  When  this  sign  is  repeated 
several  times  in  quick  succes- 
sion it  means  "often." 


LEAVE,  DEPART 


ALL  NIGHT,  OVERNIGHT 


COMPARE 


LOSE 


Practice: 


Did  vou  buy  the  book? 
Don^t^ompare  the  past 


with 


the  future. 
Will  you  open  the  box? 
PieasTl^lose  the  door  easily. 
(Note:  "close  the  door"  is 
done  with  one  sign.) 
Don't  put  your  shoes  on  the 
table. 

Don't  leave  until  you  are  ready. 
Pardori  me,  did  you  lose  your 
coat? 

You  must  all  work  hard. 
I  can't  see  through  that  win- 
dow? 

What  day  did  you  catch  a  cold? 
Good  morning. 

We  will  meet  the  girls  tomor- 
row afternoon. 
Have  you  eaten  today? 


you  ea 
night. 


Good  nig. 
We  worked  on  our  chemistry 

all  night. 
I  am  going,  no  matter  what  you 
thinir 


c 


LESSON  15 


NEVER        BOY;  MANKIND, 


COME  (IT) 


FUTURE,  WILL,  SHALL 


Where  is  the  bo^  now? 
Do  YOU  know  "How  to  sigB? 
Will  you  come  tonightTT Note  : 
"to'mght'^ir^^ow"  plus 

"night.") 
That  is  all  in  the^ast  now. 
Who  will  lecture  tonight? 
^evefpTay  with  fire. 
^i~lire  afraiH"  oT  things  we 

don't  understand. 
It  seems  to  me  that  he  didivi 

finish. 
Come  here._ 

He  went  home  yesterday. 


A:. 


LESSON  16 


STEAL 


IGNORANT 


DISBELIEVE; 
DOUBT 


LOOK  AT;  WATCH 


LIPREAD; 
ORAL  (school) 


Use  "8 


Practice 


CARELESS 


MISUNDERSTAND 


r 


Ignorance  is  no  excuse. 
Don't  be  careless  with  your 
books. 

Careless  people  often  mis- 
understand. 

He  has  a  bad  habit  of  watching 
too  much  TV.  ~ 

Can  you  see  the  man? 

I  don't  believe  that  book  is 
true. 

Are  you  from  an  oral  school? 
He  has  a  strong  voice. 
_I_  got    stuck    m    the  mud 

yesterday. 
It  is  hard  to  forgive  someone 

who  steals. 


LESSON  17 


SPEECH;  HEARING  (People) 


RED 


Many  students  get  lonesome. 

Is  it  true  that  you  don't  like 
him?  ■ 

Be  quiet  1  can't  hear  him. 

Don't  make  any  false  state- 
ments. 

I  was  disappointed  because 
couldn't  understand  the  lec- 
ture- 
Always  tell  the  truth.  ■ 
I  have  a  red  pen. 
You  may  laugh,  but  not  so 
"loudly. 

My  sister  goes  to  a  hearing 
school.  ~ 


i 


r 


GO  (III) 

Note:  When  movement  is  re- 
peated 2-3  times,  it  means 
"attend  regularly." 


TALK; 
CONVERSATION; 

COMMUNICATE 


Practice: 


I  doiVt  believe  that  is  correct. 
We  met  yesterday  in  school. 
r~tne3"  to  talk  to~him  but  l_ 

couldn't  lipread  him. 
When  did  he  come? 
If  you  don't  come.  I  won't  go. 
If  at  first  you  don't  succeed', 

try,  try,  again. 
DorTt   try   to  memorize  the 

answer. 

It  happened  in  chemistry  class. 
I  agree  that  all  is  not  right 


m 


LESSON  19 


SLEEP 


EXPERIENCE 


I  11 


FEW:  SEVERAL 


HOME 


EAT;  FOOD 
Note:  "eat"  +  "noon"  "lunch." 


Practice: 


Eat  what  ^ou_  like. 

I  feel  sad  when  I  get  lonesome 

for  Eome. 
There  is  no  teacher  like  ex- 

perience. 
I_  am  going  to  sleep  early. 
1  never  knew  such  a  pretty 

girl! 

In  hot  weather  white  clothing 

is  cool. 
I  know  a  few  policemen. 


i 


ll 


f  ^1 


ff; 


CONFUSE;  MIX;  MESS 


SNOW 

Note:   Some  people  prefer  to 
preface  this  sign  with  white. 


PUT;  MOVE 


TEACH 


Practice: 


X  doubt  that  he  can  teach  me. 
I  must  buy  some  more  paper. 
What  number  are  we  on  now? 
1  sold  my  books  yesterday. 
Put  your  money  on  the^table. 
TFe' 


ground" 


IS 


cold 


in  De- 


cember. 

My  money  disappeared  over- 
night. 

1  am  mad  because  1  couldn't 

do  my  algebra. 
The  first  days  m  college  are 

always  confusing. 
Maybe  we  will  get  more  rain 

tomorrow. 
It  snowed  almost   4  inches 

yesterday. 


Q 


LESSON  21 


SHY;  BASHFUL;  ASHAMED 


BROKE" 

Note:  This  may  also  be  done 
with  the  tips  of  the  fingers 
rather  than  the  bottom  edge. 


PLEASE;  ENJOY 


Practice: 


I  am  going  to  bed  and  sleep  30 
hours. 

Are  you  bashful  around  girls? 
I  smell  something  burning. 
Sugar  will  make  yo"u  fat. 
You  sign  very  well. 
Thank  you  for  that  excellent 
talk. 

What  is  that  bad  odor? 
I  am  broke,  how  about  you? 
Please  don't  eat  the  daisies. 
I  am  happy  to  tell  you  that 
you  fingerspell  well. 


^ 


LESSON  22 

HAVE  (possess) 


ADMIT;  CONFESS  BABY 


SATISFY 


BECOME;  GET 

Note:  The  sign  for  change  is  done 
identically  the  same  way,  ex- 
cept A  handshapes  are  used. 


YOUNG 


RESPONSIBLE 

Note:  Sometimes  this  is  done 
with  R  handshapes. 


Practice : 


1  taught  school  before  I_  came 
here. 

Remember  all  that 
you  before  you  leave. 

After  this  you  be  more  careful. 

My  son  is  4  years  old. 

My  daughter  often  misunder- 
stands. 

When  is  your  birthday? 

Schools  and  colleges  open  in 
the  fall. 

You  are  responsible  for  your 
own  work. 

Are  you  contented  with  your 
job? 

Be  still  and  watch  the  program. 

He  admitted  all  his  faults. 

You  are  very  young  to  be  in 
college. 

Do  you  have  my  book? 

Are  you  going  to  church  Sun- 
day?" 

Who  called  me? 

Do  you  want  bread  with  your 
cereal? 

He  left  here  and  became  suc- 
cessful. 


( 


LESSON  23 


COFFEE 


BEAT,  DEFEAT 


DEFEND 


EXAGGERATE;  ADVERTISE; 
PROPAGANDIZE 


FREE;  LIBERTY;  SAVE 


LOCK;  RESERVE; 
APPOINTMENT 


Love  is  truly  a  beautiful  thing. 
We  must  protect  our  nation. 
You  will  be  disappointed  if  you 

forget  to  lock  it. 
Only  those  who  love  freedom 

will  defend  it. 
Will  you  fix  it? 
Do  you  "iilce  sugar  in  your 
coffee? 

_I_  have  been  away  from  home 

11  years. 
Baseball  is  the  national  sport 

of  America. 
He  always  exaggerates  when  he 

tells  something. 


1  » 


LESSON  24 


A 


WORSE;  MULTIPLY; 
ARITHMETIC 

Note:  All  the  signs  that  deal  DIFFICULT 


SELFISH 

Note:  Sometimes  the  palms  are 
up. 


—  "3 


SUPERVISE;  TAKE  CARE  OF 


Practice: 


HARD 

Note:  Sometimes  the  left  hand 
is  an  S  handshape,  and  the 
right  hand  fingers  hit  the  back 
of  the  left  hand. 


I  am  very  tired. 
Can  you  keep  a  secret? 
May  I  borrow  25  cents? 
I  loaned  him  25  cents  yester- 
da^. 

Be  careful,  don't  be  careless. 
Who    is    looking    after  the 

children? 
Each  fall  we  visit  our  relatives. 
Where  is  your  arithmetic  book? 
A  selfish  person  has  no  friends. 
Did  you  come  to  college  on  the 

train? 

The  meat  needs  more  salt. 
Save  some  of  your  money  for 


emergencies. 
It  is  really  hard  to  compare 

individuals. 
He  is  having  a  difficult  time  in 

college. 
The  ground  is  really  hard. 


1 


LESSON  25 


DEPEND 


GOAL;  OBJECTIVE 


ARGUE;  QUARREL 


PAIN 

Note:  When  the  sign  is  made  on 
parts  of  the  body,  it  denotes 
that  the  pain  is  there,  e.g., 
stomachache. 


Note:  When  the  hands  move  up 
and  down,  rather  than  just 
wrigghng  of  the  fingers,  the 
sign  means  something  more 
akin  to  varies. 


Practice: 

The  pain  is  not  so  bad. 
Headaches  make  me  feel  cross. 
\_  am  depending  on  ^on,  don't 

disappoint  me. 
There  are  various  ways  to  fix 

it. 

Each  person  varies. 

Baseball  and  food  seem  to  be 

his  only  goals. 
What  month  were  ^ou  born  in? 
Brothers   and   sisters  should 

not  quarrel. 
X.  Have  been  struggling  with 

that  a  long  time. 
Good  is  the  opposite  of  bad. 


LESSON  26 


.1 


OBEY;  NOTIFY;  INFORM 


Practice: 

I  notified  them  that  we  are 
leaving. 

Don't  "Ee  selfish,   give  some 
money. 

It  is  obvious  you  misunder- 
stood my  answer. 
Do   you   write   your  friends 

regularly?  ~ 
You  are  too  soft,  you  need 

exercise. 
My  shoes  and  coat  got  wet  in 

the  rain. 
The  students  are  having  a 

meeting  tomorrow. 
When  you  go  to  college  you 

agree    to    accept  certain 

responsibilities! 


LESSON  27 


PLAN;  ARRANGE;  PROGRAM 


'I  \ 


I 


"I 
I 


1 


f;  II' 


I' 


ARRIVE 


Note:  If  the  right  hand  is  moved 
slowly  toward  the  left  hand, 
but  never  actually  touches  it, 
this  means  approach. 


TOO   (when  used  to  show  ex- 
cess); TOO  MUCH;  HIGH 


WORRY;  TROUBLE 


IMPROVE 

Note:  When  right  hand  "bounces" 
down  the  left  arm,  it  means  to 
get  worse,  regress. 


INDIVIDUAL 


Practice : 


What  month  were  you  bom  in? 
Happy  New  Year! 
I  arrived  7  hours  late. 
Windows  are  made  of  glass. 
Enjoy  your  vacation  and  don't 

worry  so  much. 
I  want  a  pretty  white  house. 
How  far  is  your  home"  town 

from  Washington?  ~ 
This  is  the  street  where  my 

house  is. 
That  is  not  the  way  to  do  it. 
Children  are  not  permitted  to 

sign  in  a  few  schools. 
If  you  plan  your  work  you  will 

finish  it.  "  ~ 

Thank   the   individuals  who 

helped  you. 

I  can't  fingerspell.  my  hands 

are  too  cold. 
I  have  seen;  I  had  eaten;  I 

have  gone;  I  had  told. 
I  was  fired  from  my  job  last 

month. 

Has  your    signing  improved 
much? 

Ysm.  eat  too  much. 

He  eats  faster  than  I  do, 

I  haven't  eaten  yet.  (Common 

usage  says:  "I  late  eat.") 
Do        speak  Russian? 


1 


r 


r 


r 


Practice: 

He  was  very  sick. 

He  is  truly  brilliant,  but  he 
doesn't  have  enough  pa- 
tience. 

Every  time  I_  taste  castor  oil, 

I  get  sick. 
Can  you  wash  my  dirty  socks 

with  yours? 
I  feel  silly  because  of  how  I 

acted. 

I  don't  like  snow  when  it's 

melting. 
Jesus  taught  that  you  should 

be  kind  to  all  people. 
I  hate  people  who  don't  agree 

with  me. 
The  students  were  all  excited 

over  the  victory. 


LESSON  29 


ODD;  QUEER 


HUNGRY;  WISH 


HUNT;  SEARCH;  LOOK  FOR 


LISTEN 


MARRY 


DO 

Note:  DO  NOT  use  this  sign  in  V. 
such  expressions  as: 

'Don't  " 

'Do  you  ?" 

'How  does  ?" 

'Why  did  ?" 

'I  did." 


HUSBAND 


WIFE 


GROUP;  CLASS 


BRILLIANT  (extremely  intelli- 
gent) 


Practice: 


He  is  brilliant  in  algebra. 
The  story  seemed  a  little  odd 
to  me. 

We  looked  for  you  but  you 

were  gone. 
Listen  and  you  will  hear. 
1  am  so  hungry  I  could  eat  a 

horse. 

A  happy  marriage  is  based  on 
love. 

A  good  husband  plans  in 
advance. 

A  good  wife  makes  her  hus- 
band happy. 

Do  you  plan  to  join  a  club? 

What  are  you  doing? 


LESSON  30 


LAST  (in  line,  etc.) 

Note:  This  may  also  be  done 
with  the  right  hand  in  the  1 
handshape. 


INSTITUTION; 
RESIDENTIAL  SCHOOL 

Note:  This  sign  is  often  used  in 
the  phrase  school  for  the  deaf 
to  distinguish  it  from  day 
schools.  It  is,  however,  being 
discouraged  in  favor  of  the  sign 
school.  \ 


ITALY;  ITALIAN 


JAPAN;  JAPANESE 


Practice: 

I  have  no  idea  why. 
My  uncle  came  from  Italy  in 
1921. 

I  would  really  feel  bad  if  that 

happened  to  me. 
Japan  is  a  very  industrious 

country. 
I  am  last  in_  line  almost  every 

day. 

I  attended  a  residential  school 
for  13  years. 


liUL 


LARGE;  BIG 


PERMISSION 


Practice: 


He  won't  work  because  he  is 
lazy. 

Have  you  been  loafing? 
Are  "you  sure  you  want  a  big 
house? 

My  doctor  told  me  to  get  lots 

of  sleep. 
I  told  her  to  come  on  Monday. 
If  you  are  not  good  in  math, 

don't  take  physics. 
I  want  a  person  who  will  be 

happy. 

Many  queer  people  are  really 
smart. 

Did  you  get  permission  to  talk? 
That's  the  place  where  I^left  it. 
No  one  is  perfect. 


#1 


ill 


WORLD 


GREEK 


GEOMETRY 


RESPECT 


Practice: 


That  is  the  reason  why  I  won't 
go. 

College  students  often  have 
difficult  financial  problems. 

He  has  no  respect  foFlearning. 

Some  students  are  not  ready 
to  accept  that  idea. 

I  can  see  yoir~Tuesday. 

You  can't  bathe  in  that  dirty 
water. 

A  visit  to  Washington  can  be 

very  exciting. 
Wednesday  is  the  last  day. 
She  stopped  working  while  you 

were  in  school. 
Wg  live  in  a  confused  world. 
I  don't  like  green  apples. 
He  studied  Greek  in  college. 
Geometry  is  truly  a  difficult 

subject  for  some. 
The  Greeks~had  a  word  for  it. 


6( 


LESSON  33 


HOPE;  EXPECT 


BEGIN;  START 


DEAF 


NEXT  WEEK 


DISAPPEAR 

Note:  Reverse  the  movement  of 

this  sign  and  you  have  appear, 

or  show  up.  A 
rv  / 


MAJOR  SUBJECT;  LINE  OF 
WORK 


ONCE 

Note:  If  movement  is  repeated 
2-3  times,  it  means  sometimes. 


I 


SHOW;  DEMONSTRATE; 
ILLUSTRATE;  EXAMPLE 


0 


ft 


WEEK 


PROMISE  \ 


CRITICIZE;  CORRECT  (as  in 
correcting  exams);  CANCEL 


Note:   When  movement  is  re- 
peated 2-3   times,  it  means 


Practice: 


I  hope  you  won't  be  dis- 
appointed. 

My  brother  is  deaf. 

Promise  me  that  you  will  wait. 

Congratulations,  you  won! 

How  tall  are  you'T 

I  enjoy  listening  to  debates. 

There  are  about  4  weeks  in  a 
month. 

My  father  will  come  next  week. 
I  enjoyed  a  good  movie  last 
week. 

He  was  famous  for  a  long  time 
and  then  he  just  disappeared. 

Show  me  where  you  hunted. 

He  owes  me  a  lot. 

She  told  me  once,  but  I  have. 
forgotten. 

Have  you  paid  for  your  clothes? 

Have  you  started  working  yet? 

I  hope  he  grades  my  test  soon. 

What  is  your  line  of  work? 


LESSON  34 


I 


MISS  GROW;  SPRING 


PRESIDENT; 


SUPERINTENDENT 


OLD;  AGE 


Practice: 

I  guess  that's  right. 
i  missed  that  movie. 
How  old  are  you? 
Do  you  like  cream  in  your 
cereal? 

Our  president  lives  under  ter- 
rific pressure. 

Your  paper  was  lengthy,  con- 
Sense  it. 

'Wlmi,  church  do  ^ou  attend? 

You  must  watch  your  English. 
(Note:  "Watch"  here  is 
signed  "be  careful.") 

Do  you  believe  me? 

In  the  Spring,  everything  is 
fresh. 

How  do  you  get  out  of  here? 


ILL. 


LESSON  35 


PICTURE 


DUTY 


REGISTER;  SIGN 
(affix  your  name) 


USE  UP 


Practice : 


Where  is  your  picture? 

Will  you  earn  enough  to  pay 
your  debts? 

Is  the  food  gone  (used  up)? 

Deaf  college  graduates  owe  a 
duty  to  deaf  people. 

Columbus  discovereid  America 
in  1492. 

He  flunked  because  he  loafed 
too  much. 

Count  all  the  people,  please. 

Go  get  good,  re5^meat. 

What  magazine  are  you  read- 
ing? 

We  will  graduate  in  1966. 
Have  you  finished  registering? 
Be  honest  in  your  work. 


f 


ILL 


r 


i 


ABILITY;  SKILL; 
EXPERTNESS 


LEAD 


LETTER;  MAIL 


PRACTICE 


Practice: 


FIRST 


I  liked  the  book  better. 
Do  your  best  and  try. 
Who  can  lead  us? 
He  is  very  skilled  in  algebra. 
When  was  GallaudetCollege 

established? 
His  brilliance  impressed  me. 
Did_I_get  some  mail  yesterday? 
I  forgot  my  lesson  for  today. 
How  often  do  you  practice? 
To  lead,  you  must  first  learn  to 

follow. 

You    can't    succeed  without 
practice. 


T 


( 


c 


LESSON  37 


MEMORIZE 

Note:  Often  this  sign  starts  with 
a  5  handshape,  rather  than  the 
B  handshape  for  know.  Move- 
ment is  the  same. 


STUDY 


POETRY 


RULE 


HELP 


LATER;  AFTERWHILE;  "IN 
A  MINUTE";  AWHILE 

Note:  Do  not  confuse  this  with 
late  (p.  92).  This  later  denotes 
the  passing  of  time  or  a  specific 
amount  of  time.  Late  denotes 
a  state  of  being. 


r 


ENOUGH;  PLENTY 


Practice : 


He  draws  pretty  pictures. 
I  will  finishltmter. 
The  law  says  you  must  pay. 
Do  you  enjoy  poetry? 
We  need  to  make  a  new  rule. 
The  class  is  full,  come  back 
later. 

There  is  enough  food  for  one 
week.  ~ 

Will  you  help  me  with  my 
maffiT 

Seems  to  me  he  doesn't  want 

to  study. 
Try  to  memorize  some  more 

poetry. 


(r 


I 


CI 


COOPERATE 

No""e:  When  the  movement  is  in 
and  out  or  left  and  right,  it 

means  related,  connected,  asso- 
ciated, etc. 


DECIDE 


VOLUNTEER;  CANDIDATE; 
APPLY 

\ 


Practice: 


CURIOUS 


see  your 


I   am   curious  to 

answer. 
I  volunteered  to  lead  them. 
We  are  leaving  for  Canada  on 

Friday.  "  "~ 

He  is  very  skilled  in  French. 
That  is  an  awful  mess. 
When  did  you  decide  to  leave? 
How  do  you  explain  this  error? 
If  it  is  important  to  youTKen 

work  hard. 
Watch  your  language!  (Watch 

comes  from  be  careful. ) 
Can  you  join  our  group? 
When  we  cooperate  our  v/ork  is 

easy. 

Your  paper  was  yery  inter- 
esting. ~ 

Whom  did  you  vote  for? 

Where  is  your  college  spirit? 

Do  you  Like  lemon  in~your  tea? 

All  but  one  came.  (Note:  Here 
but  means  except.) 


< 


LESSON  39 


KEY;  LOCK 


MEAN,  INTEND 


DEMAND;  TAKES 

(requires) 


Practice: 

I  stood  and  waited  for  2  hours. 

Do  you  enjoy  dancing? 

T  was  running  when  Tslipped- 

and-fell. 
What  does  that  sign  mean? 
Did  you  finish  reading  the 

newspaper? 
It  takes  124  hours  of  study  to 

graduate. 
I  can't  find  my  key. 
If  you  disregard  the  law,  you 

^ITbe  fined. 


LESSON  40 


TELEGRAM 


WEAK 


COPY;  IMITATE 

Note:  The  movement  may  be  in 
various  directions:  in,  out,  side- 
ways, etc.  When  it  moves  out, 
it  means  copy  me  or  follow  me, 
or  imitate  me. 


MEDICINE 


WRITE;  PENCIL 


Practice: 


Copy  the  paper  carefully. 
Are" you  here"  to  learn  or  to 
playT" 

After  all  that  exercise,  I  am 
weak. 

What  kind  of  movie  do  you  like 
best?         "       ■  ~ 

Sunday  morning  I  got  a  tele- 
gram from  her. 

X  hate  to  take  medicine. 

May  I  borrow  your  pencil  ? 


i 


fl 


i 


COUNSEL,  ADVISE 


POTATO;  IRISH 
i 


VACANT,  EMPTY 


EARTH;  GEOGRAPHY 


Practice: 

Why  do  people  do  such  stupid 
things!  ' 

Yes,  I  know. 

Our  football  team  beat  theirs. 
I  want  potatoes,  please. 
What  time  will  "you  meet  us? 
Next  year  we  will  go  to  Russia 

on  our  vacation 
Last  year  I  flunked  math. 
When    you    must,    don't  be 

firaid  to  go  to  the  Counsel- 

Jng  Center. 
Did  you  get  enough  sleep? 
You  must  sacrifice  "a  loFI?  you 

want  to  win. 
Do  YOU  read  German? 
Did  ^ou   drop  Russian  last 

year? 

Do  you  plan  to  take  German? 
Don't  give  up,  you  can  finish. 
The  earth  is  rouHg  iTlce  a  ball. 
Don't  touch  that  wet  paint. 
Is  that  house  vacant? 


Ill 


I 


i 


LESSON  42 


SIT;  SEAT;  CHAIR 


i 


CATHOLIC 


WEIGHT;  POUNDS 


QUIT 

NoTEr  Participate  has  the  oppo- 
site movement,  that  is,  insert 
the  fingers  into  the  O. 


USE 


Practice: 


HISTORY 


Do  you  belong  to  the  Catholic 
Church?  ( Sign  belong  to  as 
Joined  with.) 

Can  you  read  Latin? 

I  feel  funny  when  you  stare  at 
me.  (Stare  at  me  is  done  all 
in  one  sign.  Just  reverse  look 
so  that  your  fingers  point  at 
you.  The  movement  up  and 
down  is  comparable  to  the 
expression,  "Look  me  over.") 

When  you  are  very  ill,  go  to 
the  hospital. 

I  like  to  use  the  train  instead 
of  driving. 

Do  you  like  American  History? 

1  was  impressed  by  his  accept- 
ing the  honor  with  humility. 

I  was  in  such  a  hurry  I  almost 
didn't  bring  my  books. 

What  is  your  last  name? 

That  was  a  short  meeting. 

He  weighs  about  101  pounds. 
(Do  not  sign  pounds,  it  is 
implied  in  the  sign,  weigh.) 

Why  did  you  quit  school? 

Don't  sit  on  the  wet  ground. 


C 


LESSON  43 


PHYSICS;  ELECTRICITY 


r 


SUMMER 


ASK  (a  question) 


DRY;  DULL,  BORING 


Practice: 

Do  ^ou  think  that  is  wise? 
I  am  lazy  during  the  summer. 
Many~TemIBTuT  personalltres 

are  hidden  by  ugly  faces, 

(Sign  looks  for  faces.) 
siire  gave  a  dull  speech. 
You  have  to  go.  ~ 
I  gave  him.  my  candy. 
I  asked  him  if  he  was  "broke." 
You  wll  ruin  it  if  you  ^ve  up 

so  easily. 
You  should  be  good  in  math  if 

you  plan  to  ^epFysicsT 
I  always  depend  on  my  friends 

to  help  me  when  I  need 

them.  " 
1  will  take  Spanish. 
Did  ^ou  take  the  test  last 

week? 


LESSON  44 


c 


i 


FLY  (in  an  aitplane) 


PLAY 


STAY 


YELLOW 


SAME  (usually  used  when  com- 
paring things) 


Practice: 


Most  men  shave  everyday. 
Can  you  use  the  telephone? 
Learn  to  accept  criticism  when 

you  are  wrong. 
It  would  be  foolish  to  quit  now. 
She  has  beautiful  blonS"  hair. 

(For  hair,  just  pinch  a  few 

strands  of  your  hair.) 
Did  you  fly  to  Washington? 
Do  you  still  go  to  the  movies 

every  Saturday? 
Can't  you  stay  until  I  leave? 
I  have  the  same  problem. 
He  likes  to  play  games. 
We  have  many  students  from 

California. 
Lend  me  a  cigarette. 


(I 


LESSON  45 


SURPRISE;  AWAKE, 
WAKE  UP 


MANY 


BOTH 


REVENGE 

Note:  If  the  movement  is  re- 
versed, that  is  the  lower  hand 
is  stationary  and  the  upper 
hand  moves  down  more  slowly, 
it  means  exact. 


GOSSIP 


Practice: 


Give  me  a  little  sugar,  please. 
You  eat  too  fast. 
I  am  going  to  Gallaudet  next 
year. 

Gossip  has  ruined  many  good 
people. 

I  am  surprised  that  you  under- 
stand  so  wel 


He  is  always  looking  for  re- 
venge. 

I  enjoy  riding  streetcars. 
Many  of  my  friends  are  gone. 
How  many  do  you  want? 
Both  boys  have  improved  a  lot. 
Have  you  applied  for  work? 


c 


i 


